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Reviewed by
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k k npHE greatest French poet after

| Villon, the most disrep-
utable and the most cre¬

ative poet in French literature, the
greatest artist in French verse, and
after Verlaine the most passionate,
perverae, visionary and intoxicating
of modern poets, comes Baudelaire,
Infinitely more perverse, morbid ex¬

otic than these other poets." In
these words Arthur Symons charac¬
terizes the writer who may be termed
the "French Poe." and at one stroke
indicates the reasons both for tic-
singular fascination of Baudelaire and
for what is uncanny and repellant in
him.
The wild, turbulent life and the

weird, elusive genius of the man are

described by Mr. Symons in flowing,

Portrait of Baudelaire Drawn by
Himself.

luxuriant style, rich in thought and
illustration; we catch glimpses of a

strange, almost unearthly personal¬
ity. unstable as that of a Goldsmith,
incomprehensible as that of a ^'oe;
we see a man in the toils of a great
struggle, constantly succumbing, re¬

pentant perhaps, yet certain to suc¬

cumb once more. For the feet of
Baudelaire are deeply planted In the
mud. though his eyes are on the
stars; he beholds great visions, views
great spectacles invisible to the com¬
mon man, yet grovels with the lowest,
descends from the angel to the beast,
changes from the man of inspiration
to the man of animal passions. A
Dr. Jekyll-Mr. Hyde sort of being
perhaps, yet not absolutely unique as

such, but rather a highly accentuated
specimen of a type: in him is exam-

pllfled the noblest as well as the low¬
est In human nature; there is some¬

thing pathetic, almost tragic about
the man, aspiring always to the
heavens, rooted forever to the earth.
And, as Mr. Syinons well brings out,
Baudelaire's works abound In evi¬
dences of the conflict: the evil and
the combat with evil stand out as

well as the wonder and the glory of
the pure poetic vision. And perhaps
therein lies the secret of Baudelaire's
greatness: he was a man who experi¬
enced and felt, who felt deeply, felt
ns perhaps few ever do; and there¬
fore he was able to express what
others could not.
The life of Baudelaire was one of

unfulfilled possibilities as well as of
prodigious accomplishments Dying
.it the age of 46, his physical energies
l irned away by years of riotous liv-
irg. he might yet have had before him
a long career of achievement that
would have dwarfed even his own past
attainments. As it was. he "spent his
who, life writing one hook of verse
">ut of which all French poetry has
come since his time), one book of
pros*; in which prose becomes a fine
art, some criticism which Is the san¬
est, subtlest and surest which his
gfvieration produced, and a transla¬
tion which Is better than a marvellous
original." This translation. It is
needless to mention. Is that of the tales
of Doe, which Baudelaire discovered to
be so in accordance with his own ways
of thinking that he declared that he
himself might have written them sen¬

tence for sentence and word for word.
Incidentally, It will he recalled that
Baudelaire was the main factor in
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popularizing Foe in France, and in would have echoed that sentiment,

establishing iiini permanently as an Yet Mr. Symons may well ask, in the

element in French intellectual life. concluding paragraph of his mono-

But Beaudelaire himself still re- graph, "Had he been thoroughly un-

mains much of an enigma. His char- derstood by the age in which he

acter is even now clouded in mystery; lived?" And perhaps the best answer

his works explain their author but in- is that which Mr. Symons gives, in

completely. "The illustrious poet, the the words of Blake. "The ages are all;
faultless critic, the fearless artist," equal; but genius is always above the

Swinburne called him. and thousands ages."

Paris recalls Baudelaire
and discovers John Keats

By PANAME.
AN Englishman once came to

Paris for the express purpose
of offering his homage to

Chateaubriand and Paul de Kock,
whom he considered the two most

important living French writers!
After calling upon the author of the

"Gcvir dii Chriatiani.sme" ho sought
out the gay fabricator of amusing
tales, now largely forgotten When

the visitor had explained why he came

to France, De Kock asked if he had

seen Chateaubriand. Yes, he had.
"Then you have begun your dinner

with the roast and ended with cab¬

bage soup!" Such wit and modesty
amount almost to genius. And one

more story of De Kock. When the
Prussians approached Paris in 1870 lie
tried to enlist.
"Leave them to me." he said. "I'll

make them die.laughing!"
It happened that the centenary of

Baudelaire's birth fell near the fiftieth

anniversary of De Kock's death. That
is the only relation possible to dis¬
cover between them. The French poet
is far closer to Keats, to whose cen

tenary the magazines and newspapers
have given a good deal of space.
Translations of the young English
poet's letters have been published In
La Revue Ifebdomadaire and in Co-
mocdia. In one of these we read:
"L'Imagination < st notre possession

la plus authentique iei-bas. . . . Ce
que I'lmai/ination apprtliende comnte

Heautd doit flrr Y£rit4."
if you will read the quotations from

Baudelaire given in this letter you will
find that in this conviction at least
the two poets were at one.

I will not say much of the cere¬

monies held at Baudelaire's birthplace,
at 15 Rue Hatitefeuille, where the au¬

thorities Dlnced a bronze tablet. But
it amused me to see M. Paul Gulehard,
Director of Municipal Police, present
to honor the poet. In Baudelaire's
lifetime the police manifested a <|Ulte
different sort of Interest in his works!
We may confine ourselves, for the

sake of concentration, to Baudelaire
as critic of art. Read and reread
those masterpieces. "Aesthetic Curi¬
osities" and "Romantic Art." In his
Intimate notes, as he jotted down his
impressions, he could let himself pro
with a brusque severity, somewhat
cruel at times. But in his revised
work we never find a systematic at¬

tempt to overthrow a reputation.
That Is because Baudelaire gave to a

work of art, a picture, an undivided
love. And If he varied praise with
tilaine there was more of the first than
of the second. In any case it was all
given without prejudice.
Dove of Beauty for her own sake

made him put aside mediocre things
as unworthy of his attention. He was

willing to point them out If he thought
them harmful, hut it was only of beau¬
tiful things that he loved to speak.
And of them he wrote with a perfect
understanding of the principle in¬
volved, warmed by a profound passion.
That Is what we find in the two books
I have named. Note this passage in
a chapter on Imagination.which he
names "The Queen of the Faculties".
written in the course of a study of cur¬
rent exhibitions:
"The whole visible universe Is only

a collection of Images and of symlstls
to which imagination gives a place and
a relative value; it is a kind of rougn
mass which the Imagination ought to
assimilate and transform. All the
faculties of the human soul should be
subordinate to Imagination, which
brings them all simultaneously Into
use. Just as a thorough knowledge of
the dictionary does not necessarily im¬
ply knowledge of the art of composi¬
tion. and as the art of composition it¬
self does not Imply a universal imagi¬
nation. so a correct painter may not
be a great painter, but a great painter
Is bound to be a correct one because
the universal Imagination includes
knowledge of all the methods and the
desire to master them."
Klsewhere he has given another

treatment of the same themet
'Imagination is not fancy, neither

is It sensibility, although it would he
difficult to conceive of an Imaginative
man who was not sensitive.
"Imagination Is an almost divine

faculty which perceives instantly, with¬
out aid from any philosophic methods.
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POETS AND THEIR ALLIES

the intimate truth and the secret of;
things, the relationships and the

analogies."
And the imaginative artist, accord¬

ing to Baudelaire, expresses himself
like this:

"I would illuminate everything with
my intelligence and cast the reflected
light upon other minds."

It is very doubtful if Baudelaire
would have cared much for impres¬
sionist painting, for the pictures which
only sought to record nature did not

satisfy him. Has he not written:
"I desire to l>e taken to the dioramas

whose crude and extravagant magic

Charles Batidelaire.

Is able to impose upon me a useful
illusion f"
He was not attracted by the Barbl-

7.on school, which flourished in his day.
"These painters paint very well," he
wrote, "and nearly all of them forget
that a natural view has no value ex-

cept for the feeling with which the
artist knew how to inform it. They
mistake the dictionary of art for art
itself: they copy a word out of the
dictionary, thinking they are making
a poem. Now a poem is never copied:
it must be composed."
On the other hand, he profoundly

admired C'orot. "It is necessary to be
able to penetrate his science, for with
him there is none of this butterfly
business, but above all an unfailing
rigor of harmony. Moreover, he is one

of those rare men, the only one i>er-
haps, who has kept a profound feel-
In* for construction; who observes
the relative value of every detail In
the whole, and if one may compare
the composition of a landscape to the
human figure, who knows always
where to place the bones and what
dimensions to give them."
We find a striking example of this

science of Oorot, so dear to Baudelaire,
in the magnificent figures and land¬
scapes of that master now collected at
the Museum of Decorative Arts in the
Moreau-Nelnton collection.
Baudelaire set himself to discover

among his contemporaries that in¬
tellectual factor In art which we are
rinding to-day in Cexanne, the Idol of
the new school, the school of con¬
struction. This is really a return to
the earlier great masters.
Our younger spirits appreciate

Baudelaire. But their sane admiration
Is far from the incense burning of the
esthetes who cared only for the mor¬
bid aspect of "Flrur.« du Mai," because
of which the equally one sided puri¬
tans have banned Baudelaire.

If our admiration for one of the
greatest of French poets and critics
needed one thing more for complete¬
ness we have only to recall that he
loved, understood and translated with-
out betraying your great poet, Edgar
Allan Poe.

"The Junkman"
On Reading Richard Le Gallienne's

Poem.
By C. BLYTHE SHERWOOD
THE .Tunkman has his pearls

to sell;
I've heard of them ; of tar¬

nished rinps,
Of mirrors, feathers, incense

flasks
And a eaped flamingo that

sinps.
.Tunkman, I would buy from you,But brinp me what. T most, ean

use.
I've no need for trinkets now.
Only Time 1 eannot lose.

Tell mo, .Tunkman, have you I here
In your basket, on your tray,

In your saek oi* down your poehe
One rare hour that's gone

astrayT

The booksellers' convention
By DUDLEY A. S1DDALL.

THE t wenty-flfth' annual conven¬

tion of The American Booksel¬
lers' Association, held at the

Hotel Traymore, Atlantic City, May
10 to 12. demonstrated that an almost
ideal harmony ¦prevails among pub¬
lishers, wholesalers, authors and re¬

tailers.
Those who remember the storms and

strife in the l>ook business a few
years ago ran, with a backward look,
measure the great progress the trade
has made since the first annual con¬

vention was held. Most of the irri¬
tating trade evils have been wiped
out, largely as the result of eoopera-
live efforts initiated by the booksellers'!
end the publishers' associations.
No longer are trade evils the chief

subject of the association's meetings.
To-day the booksellers are mainly in¬
terested in means of rendering bet¬
ter service to the American public.
They are trying to find new ways to

bring l>ooks intimately into the lives
of the people; to improve their mer-

chandising standards. and make
themselves an important and whole¬
some influence in their communities.
Approximately 400 persons attended

the (-'invention. They Came from
every section of the country, not only
to hear problems of mutual interest
discussed from the platform, but to
ienew old acounintaneeships and to

form new ones.

The following officers were elected
for the ensuing year: President, Eu¬

gene L. Heir of Lancaster, Pa.; vice-
presidents, Louis A, KeatUig of Syra¬
cuse. N, Y., Marion E. Dodd of North¬
ampton, Mass., and Whitney Harrow
of New York; treasurer, John G. Kidd
(>f Cincinnati; secretary. Belle M.
Walker of New York.

Washington was chosen for the
next convention in May, 1922.

For several years talk of a large
cooperative national advertising cam¬

paign on behalf of books lias been
rife. This year a start was made by
the National Publishers' Association,
which authorized Executive Secretary
Frederic G. Meleher to carry out a

campaign of modest proportions. The
booksellers apparently approve, for
they voted $1,000 out of their own

funds to lie turned over to the pub¬
lishers' association for the furtherance
of the work Mr. Meleher has been
doing.

Under the supervision of Secretary
Belle If. Baker, editor of the Book¬
seller and Stationer, complete steno¬
graphic reports of all meeting* were
made. These are to be reprinted In
the two trade journals.Publishers'
Weekly and the Bookseller and Sta¬
tioner.and prizes are to be awarded
by the association for the best arti¬
cles on the spirit of the 1921 conven¬

tion, as an incentive to booksellers
and their clerks who could not at¬
tend to read carefully all the detailed
minutes of the convention. Prizes
will include free trips to the Washing¬
ton convention next May.

The convention committees were
headed by Whitney Dnrrow. enter¬
tainment: fedrlc R. Crowell. pro¬
gramme: Lowell Brentano, publicity.
J. L. Thompson, reception; David J.
P'Connell, dinner, and Alice Dempsey,
dance.

Things ran off so smoothly under
Mr. Darrow's direction that the visit¬
ors got into the habit of setting their
watches by the programmes.
On opening night a costume dance

was given by the Woman's National
Book Association. The following
evening came the presentation of
"Eva, the Poor Bookseller's Daugh¬
ter," written by Robert O. Anderson,
The annual dinner ended the meeting
Thursday.

The play proved to be a knockout
Playwright Anderson had it packed
with chuckling wallops at the trade
and hits at individual lookmen. The
lines were hurled over the footlights
in a way that overpowered the beating
waves of surf beneath tin- Steel Pier
floor by a cast of "boys In the trade"
which included Earl H. Balch, Adam
Burger. Melville Mintnn. .lames Mal-
loy, Leon Archer, Walter Thwing.
Howard C. Lewis, John Winter. Guy
Holt and Phillip M. Anderson.

William Allen White, editor of the
Emporia flazetle, arrived Thursday af¬
ternoon to speak at the banquet, only
to And awaiting him a telegram stating
that his daughter had been severely
Injured in a fall from a horse. He left
for his home on the next train.
The banquet programme included

speeches by Dr. Andrew F. West of
Princeton, Edward W. Bok, formerly
editor of The Ladies' Home Jovrnal,
and Roland Morris, Ambassador to
Japan, 1917 to 1921. Robert Bridges
of Ftcribnrr's, acted as toastmnster.

Exactly as advertised, the banquet
was "a circus." The guests were first
assembled ktfbrc the "main entrance"
to the submarine grill of the Hotel
Traymore, where they were enter¬
tained by James Le (inlb /., the talented
barker, attired in ringmaster's cos¬

tume. The doors were opened to dls-
Ice scores of toy gas balloons floating
above the tables. A parade of
Strange People" drew mnn\ a laugh,

for the procession was a walking Joke
book of the publishing business. Danc¬
ing followed the addresses. Favors
of books and pictures were contributed
by at number of publishing houses,

During the convention, a Iks were
given by Carl H. Milam. Henry Black-
man Sell, Robert Cortes Holliday, Dan¬
iel Longwell, Honor* Wlisle, Mrs. May
Lnmberton-Becker, A. Kroch, Carl H.
Fast. G. M. L. Brown, D. C. Eggleston,
Floyd Parsons and Robert Porter.

Many a man. In many Un

deavor, performs extraordinary ser¬
vice for his customers and his asso¬
ciates and for every branch of his
chosen trade without receiving any
public recognition. At his own
funeral, perhaps, he may be eulogized,
but not before.

In creating the Honorary Fellow¬
ship of American Booksellers the
American Booksellers Association has
developed an idea of beauty and m-iif;
one that might well be copied by
other associations of business men.
Each year any one in the brmd

stretches of the book trade, whether
or not a member of the association,
may nominate a candidate for '.lie
fellowship. It is not necessary that
the candidates be members of the as¬

sociation). After the nominations are
all in the several hundred association
members vote from the list for "those
of the book trade who have done the
most to raise bookselling to a high
level of efficiency." The five names

receiving the largest number of votes
are thus awarded the fellowship, with
an appropriate parchment to com-
mt morate the honor.

Fifteen nominations were made tins
year. The five men elected included
Charles E. Butler of Brentano's, New
York; Joseph Jennings of the Old
('orner Bookstore. Boston; George W.
Jacobs of Philadelphia, William Harris
Arnold of the Syndicate Trading Com¬
pany, New York, and J. K. Gill of
Portland, Ore.
Even to be nominated for the' fel¬

lowship may well be regarded as a

great honor, for the nomination im¬
plies out of the ordinary achievement.
The ten other nominations included
Alexander Robertson. Davis James,
C. C. Barker, W. D. Wilson, W. K.
Stewart, Louis Keating, Miss Mahony
of hook caravan fame, Byrne Hackett,
Laurence Gomme and Frank Shay.

it is customary for speakers to get
up before booksellers' meetings and
tell them what dubs they are as re¬
tailers. This has been done so often
that many book store proprietors have
begun to believe it true. Carl H. Fast,
a department store counsel who has
studied stores of all kinds and in many
cities, proved himself to he both ob¬
serving and originul when he told the
booksellers:
"You can take pride in the lacl that,

you are among the best retailers in
the United States. The bookseller is
really rendering a serv ice of advising
iiis customers on the books that will
give him pleasure. You booksellers
make it your practice to use discern¬
ment and discretion in adapting mer¬
chandise made in the mass and printed
by the tun to lite individual service
and development of human beings.
That is the highest ideal of retailing.
"American retailing is so wofully

blind and Inefficient that you will
render Immense help in bringing about
a better America if you will see to it
that the reading function is used to

give the public more and more knowl¬
edge in the moulding of a saner nation,
with less extravagance, less wasteful¬
ness and with higher standards of
business, finance and economic condi¬
tions.
"As booksellers you can do even

more th;in the average Poacher or pro¬
fessor. because you arc graduating
students every day, while the instruct¬
ors keep one group for four years."

This thins of being n special corre¬

spondent to the booksellers' convention
wasn't alt It might havp hppn. First
we had to take several days away from
regular work: then it was necessary
to pet an Atlantic City expense account
past a newspaper's great metropolitan
cashier, and finally we had to use up
n whole afternoon on our return to
New York hunting up people who could
tell us what happened nt the conven¬

tion.

"Please, mister, will you gimme one

of them books," said the lady hat
bandit as we emerged from the ban¬
quet room carrying an armful of pub¬
lishers' favors which were distributed
at the annual dinner. We handed her
a copy of Oppenheim's new detective
novel "The Profiteers." and wondered
if she got the point.
While on the -mbjrct of 'ppenheim's

r.< w thriller we suppose from the title
that it Is set in either a check room or
a prohibit ion cabaret.

When the advertising business is a

bit slow the firm members of Barton.
Purstinc A Osborn all write hooks. Ap¬
parently Charles H. Denhard of the
McMullen agency whiles away his
spare time writing music. In any
event, he was responsible for the
scenes of most of the songs sung at
the Wednesday evening play on the
Steel Pier.

If we could write music we wouldn't
waste our talents doing h for book¬
sellers' convention songs. We'd write
stories for newspapers printed In Yid¬
dish.

Frances StelofT, who presides over the
destinies of a distinctive little hook-
shop at IS1' West Forty-fifth street,
specializing on dramatic and art hooks,
attended all thg sessions of the conven¬
tion.
"What was the biggest thing you

learned at the meeting?" she was
asked.

"Well," she said after some delibera¬
tion, "I think the most Important thing
I learned at the convention was the
toddle."

And If one may believe the ladtea a
whole parcel of clumsy male persons
also learned to dance.or tried to learn
.at the convention.

C. T. Urn card, president of Harper

& Bros., wasn't on the banquet pro¬
gramme. but he obliged the lucky one

at his table with mystic marvels of
magic. Next thing we know he'll be
trying to swipe Houdini away from
Button's eo he can add to his reper¬
toire.

Prohibition hasn't hurt Atlantic
City receipts Ginger ale, with noth¬
ing Ui It but ice, retails at a dollar pet-
glass in the palaces of jazz frequented
by us guys with expense accounts and
others of the idle rich. Cheaper than
the good old bad old days, at that.

David O'Connell went to bed at 5
A. M. Thursday. Nope, we're not tat¬
tling. We're boosting. It took, all night
to prepare the seating arrangements
for the banquet. And Dave did the
work.

Miss Effie ITuebley of Loeser'e book
department. Brooklyn, won C. C. Shoe¬
maker's prize offer of an airplane trip
over Atlantic City for her costume of
"Manna Bye" at (he Tuesday night
ball given by the Woman's National
Book Association. Bad weather pre¬
vented the trip, but it's possible that
for once bad weather looked good to
Miss Huebley.

Miss Alice Dempsey of Gimbels was

slated to go in the plane along with
Miss Huebley. "How come?" we asked
of one who ought to know. "Why
not?" was the answer. "Ain't Alice an

ace?"

President Madge .lenison of the
Woman's National Book Association
was among them there.

Prizes at the costume ball Tuesday
evening were awarded as follows:
Ladles' first. Miss Grace Gaigc of R. H.
Macy & Co.; second, the world famotts
Grant sisters; men's first, A. L. Burt;
men's second. H. S. Hutchinson. Mac-
mlllan's mechanical department should
have been awarded an extra prize on
Miss Gaige's costume, which was made
from white satin on which all the cuts
In "Wells' Outline of History" had l>een
carefully printed.

"I hail a little nap In Philadelphia,"
said CJ. M. L. Brown of the Orlentalta
store. New York, in the course of his
speech. "And if it hadn't been for that
little soothing sleep in Pliilly I certain¬
ly would never have shown up here."
The estimable James Le Gallez of the

Philadelphia Xorth American couldn't
get over that harmless little pleasantry.
"You New York guys gimme a pain,"

says Jim in his Weaveresque lingo.
"You're always ringing In something
about Philadelphia being asleep. Well,
all I gotta say is heaven help New
York if Philadelphia ever wakes up."

Looked like old home week at the
Chicago Xeics when Henry Blackman
Sell of Harper's liazar, Johnny
Weaver of the Brooklyn Eaple and
Harry Hansen, the Xcics's present lit¬
erary editor, got together.
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There are tears in it and smiles

TheKingdom Round
the Corner

The Story of a Qrou n-up Peter Pan
BY

Coningsby Dawson

THE story of Tabs, who said there
was a different kingdom for every

different person
Tabs, who awoke one day to find

the kingdom of his dreams a heap
of ruins.

Tabs, who in his search for his
kingdom, helped Terrv and Brairh-
waite and Maisie and Lady Dawn
to tind their kingdom
Tabs, who finally found his king¬

dom.just round the corner.

Read The Kingdom Round the
Corner.It may help you find your
kingdom. It is as manly and tender
a story as ever was told.

Illustrated by W. D. Sttveru

At all book stalls. $2.00
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THE GALLANT
ROGUE

By BURTON KLINE
Lovers of high romance will en-

Joy this rollickingstory of Canar-
din, an audacious brigand who

roved at large in
France In the days
of the Great King
Louis.

$1 Id mervuhert

Little, Brown & Co.
Publishers, Boston

EVERY BOOK OF
NEW AND POPULAR

FICTION
You only read them oncel
Save money and rent

THE BOOK YOU V. ANT-
^WHEN YOU WANT IT
^Tlio only library In thn world
giving prompt service n{ new
titles. The books are fresh
.clean.Inviting, you are
your own librarian, as we

supply any book of new and
popular fiction requested.
Ptart and stop as you
please, ray a small rental
fee while book la In your
poaaeaalon.

WOMRATH'S
T TDD A DV n "a** *"<>' street
LlDIxA f\ I 21 4.1th Street,Ul * fit? Mndiann Avenue
#7(1 Madison Ave. (N'enr Iflth St.)
1090 Mndlson Ave. (Near lid St.)fll'J Mndlson Ave, (Corner 41st St.)Grand Central Terminal (Near Mendel's
Restaurant)

1191 ttrondwny (Near 7Sth Street)
Hotel Nnrrncnnsett
1702 Ilrondwny (Near IfMth Street)
34 ft 9 Itroadwar (Near 14:id s(reet)
llrnry Mnlkun. Inc., 12 Hrondwa?
IB S. 1Kb St.. Philadelphia. Pa.
IB )V. Saratoga street. Ilaltlmore. Md.
141(1 w Street N. IV.. Washington. f». <¦.W. M. Whitney A Co., Albany, N. Y.
1 Ilea : .1. A. Roberts A Cn.
New Haven: Shartenharg A Robinson Co.

THE TRAGIC BRIDE
By FRANCIS BRETT YOUNG, Author of
"The Crwcent Moon," "The Tonne Physician," etc.

The Globe: "It has the best that 1* felt In oil successful drama."
Frank Swinnerton: "A Story of unusual power and beauty."
Daily Neirt: Ix>ndon: "A human document of singular beauty."The Nov York Timet: "A striking and unusual story that has many attri¬

butes of beauty and carries a strong appeal."
Chio&yo Tribune; "A haunting novel, very beautiful, full of power . . .

marked by the authentic accent of romance."
tf.OO. Prett Young't notelt can be bought in any boot-store, or if not, from

E. P. DUTTOIM & CO., 681 Fifth Avenue, New York


